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ANGLESEY  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee. 

My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  forty-third  Annual  Report  of 
the  School  Medical  Service  in  the  County. 

The  health  of  the  school  population  in  so  far  as  it  can  be  measured 
by  statistical  indices,  continued  to  be  satisfactory  in  1955,  and  in  the 
body  of  this  report  will  be  found  several  indications  in  support  of 
this  general  conclusion. 

The  work  of  the  school  medical  department  proceeded  smoothly 
during  the  year.  A principal  school  dental  officer  was  appointed 
during  the  year  and  I should  like  to  extend  a cordial  welcome  to  Mr. 
O.  C.  Jenkins  who  comes  to  Anglesey  after  extensive  experience  both 
in  this  country  and  abroad.  I have  in  previous  reports  referred  to 
what  I consider  to  be  serious  gaps  in  the  service  we  are  at  present 
able  to  provide,  namely,  the  lack  of  staff  for  psychiatric  social  work 
and  for  speech  therapy.  With  regard  to  the  former,  there  is  happily, 
some  improvement  to  report.  The  development  of  a comprehensive 
child  guidance  scheme  for  the  North  Wales  area  is  progressing  and 
we  can  expect  to  receive  a better  service  in  both  psychiatric  social 
work  and  educational  psychology. 

The  prevention  of  tuberculosis  in  the  school  population  continues 
to  engage  our  attention.  In  the  body  of  the  report  will  be  found  a 
detailed  account  of  the  work  of  the  B.C.G.  vaccination  and  mass 
radiography. 

Once  again  the  report  does  not  contain  detailed  reference  to 
unsuitable  and  insanitary  school  premises.  Routine  reports  on  these 
matters  are  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Director  of  Education 
from  time  to  time  following  visits  paid  to  schools.  There  are, 
nevertheless,  a few  schools  which  suffer  from  serious  sanitary  defects, 
and  I feel  the  time  has  come  to  settle  future  policy  as  regards  these 
schools. 

In  the  financial  year  1955/56  the  approximate  gross  cost  of  the 
school  medical  service  amounted  to  6,000,  which  is  equivalent  to 
an  expenditure  of  37s.  lOd.  per  school  child.  After  allowing  for 
Government  Grants  the  approximate  rate-borne  expenditure  repre- 
sented a rate  of  3.7d.  for  the  year,  or  an  expenditure  equivalent  to 
8s.  2d.  per  head  of  the  school  population. 
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I am  indebted  to  the  several  consultants  for  the  help  they  have 
readily  given.  It  is  a pleasure,  too,  to  acknowledge  the  interest  taken 
in  the  work  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  School  Children 
Welfare  Committee.  I wish  also  to  thank  the  Director  of  Education 
and  his  department  for  their  valuable  assistance,  the  Superintendent 
Nursing  Officer,  and  the  school  nurses  for  their  loyal  services,  and 
not  least,  my  professional  colleagues  and  office  staff  for  the  excellence 
of  their  work  and  help  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 

I am. 


Y our  obedient  Servant, 

G.  WYNNE  GRIFFITH, 
Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 

June,  1956. 
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Jones 
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Revd.  D.  M.  J.  Williams 
*Mr.  E.  R.  Williams 
*Mr.  Henry  Williams 
fSir  Ifor  Williams,  M.A.,  D.Litt., 
F.B.A. 

Alderman  Col.  Lawrence 
Williams,  O.B.E.,  D.L.,  J.P. 


Mr.  J.  Morris  Williams 
*Mr.  R.  Pierce  Williams 
Alderman  W.  D.  Williams 
*Alderman  W.  O.  Williams 
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* Member  of  the  School  Children  Welfare  Committee. 


f Added  member  of  the  Education  Committee. 
Director  of  Education  : E.  O.  Humphreys,  M.A.,  B.Sc. 


STAFF 

Principal  School  Medical  Officer  G.  Wynne  Griffith,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 
and  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 


School  Medical  Officers  (also 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  of 
County  Districts). 


School  Medical  Officers  (also  Asst. 
C.M.Os.  of  H.) 


Principal  School  Dental  Officer. 


School  Dental  Surgeons. 


Dental  Attendants. 


G.  H.  Browse  Roberts,  M.A., 
M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H., 

L. M. 

T.  Dulyn  Thomas,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 
(Temporary).  Left  30.9.55. 

Mrs.  Mair  Humphreys  Jones, 

M. B.,  Ch.B.,  C.P.H. 

Miss  Meinir  Morris,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.  (Part-Time  Tem- 
porary). (Commenced 

3.10.55) 

O.  C.  Jenkins,  L.D.S.  (Eng.), 
D.D.S.  (Toronto).  (Com- 
menced 20.6.55). 

Elwyn  Jones,  L.D.S. 

C.  M.  Rolant  Thomas,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  L.D.S. 

Miss  Edna  M.  Jones.  (Trans- 
ferred to  Clerical  Staff,  7.3.55). 
Miss  Gwen  Jones 
Miss  Sheila  Lynch  (Commenced 

7.3.55) . 

Miss  Pat  Randall.  (Commenced 

24.10.55) . 
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Consulting  Paediatrician. 

*Gwyn  R.  Griffith,  M.D., 
F.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.,  D.C.H. 

Chest  Physician. 

*J.  Glyn  Jones,  M.A.,  M.D., 
M.B.,  B.Ch.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P. 

Consulting  Child  Psychiatrist. 

*E.  Simmons,  L.R.C.P. 

Consulting  Ophthalmic  Surgeons. 

*T.  G.  Wynne  Parry,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.O.M.S. 

*G.  C.  Laszlo,  M.D.  (Budapest), 
L.R.C.P.  (Edin.),  D.O. 
(Oxford). 

Consulting  Orthopaedic  Surgeons. 

*Prof.  B.  L.  McFarland,  M.D., 
M.Ch.Orth.,  F.R.C.S. 

*G.  1.  Roberts,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
M.Ch.Orth.,  F.R.C.S. 

Consulting  E.N.T.  Surgeon. 

*John  Roberts,  F.R.C.S. 

Orthoptist. 

§Miss  G.  Powell 

Physiotherapists. 

t§Miss  G.  N.  Holme,  M.C.S.P. 
f§Mrs.  E.  Hughes,  M.C.S.P. 
■j■§Mrs.  M.  Jones,  M.C.S.P. 

(Commenced  1.9.55). 

* Under  contract  with  Regional  Hospital  Boards. 

§ Employed  by  the  Caernarvon  and  Anglesey  Hospital 
Management  Committee. 

f Part-Time  Staff. 

Superintendent  of  School  Nurses  Miss  H.  V.  Parry,  S.R.N., 

(also  Supt.  Nursing  Officer).  S.C.M.,  Q.N.,  H.V.  (Cert.). 


Deputy  Superintendent  of  School  Mrs.  M.  Rh.  Davies  (nee  Parry), 
Nurses  (also  Deputy  Supt.  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  (Cert.). 
Nursing  Officer). 
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School  Nurses. 


Chief  Administrative 
Clerical  Staff. 


Mrs.  Cotgreave. 

fMiss  Gwladys  Hughes. 

fMiss  E.  C.  Parry. 

fMiss  E.  C.  Pritchard. 

fMrs.  M.  M.  Williams.  (Left 

31.8.55) . 

fMiss  G.  Pritchard. 
fMiss  A.  Williams. 
fMiss  M.  C.  Williams. 
fMiss  E.  Hughes.  (Commenced 

1.9.55) . 

fMiss  L.  M.  Jones.  (Com- 
menced 1.7.55). 
fMiss  E.  E.  Hughes.  (Com- 
menced 10.1.55). 

f Also  Health  Visitors. 
Assistant.  Horace  Betts,  D.P.A. 


Maldwyn  Jones. 

Mrs.  Eluned  Griffith. 

Miss  D.  M.  Williams.  (Left 

31.1.55) . 

R.  J.  Jones. 
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Miss  Eunice  Jones. 

Miss  N.  M.  Williams.  (Left 

13.8.55) . 
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7.3.55) . 

Miss  O.  LI.  Edwards.  (Com- 
menced 4.7.55). 

Miss  H.  Roberts.  (Commenced 

12.9.55) . 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  MEDICAL 

OFFICER 


THE  RESULTS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 
The  school  population  on  9th  January,  1955,  was  : — 


Primary  Schools 5,215 

Secondary  Schools 3,187 

Special  School 44 


8,446 


The  work  of  medical  inspection  is  detailed  in  tables  at  the  end 
of  this  report.  The  statistics  reflect  a satisfactory  state  of  health 
among  the  school  population.  During  the  year  there  were  5 deaths 
of  children  aged  5 to  15  years  (a  death  rate  of  approximately  0.59  per 
1,000  school  population  per  annum).  The  causes  of  death  were  : 
Accidents  (2),  Asphyxia  due  to  drowning  (2),  and  congenital  mal- 
formation. 

Details  of  notifiable  diseases  for  the  year  are  appended,  showing 
the  total  occurring  at  all  ages  and  the  number  among  children  of 
school  age.  The  table  includes  cases  diagnosed  in  Caernarvonshire 
hospitals  and  therefore,  notifiable  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  the  district  in  which  the  hospital  is  situate. 


Disease 

Urban 

Rural 

Total 

No.  of 
School-age 
Children 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever  

9 

12 

21 

14 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis* 

1 

3 

4 

2 

Ar.  Pneiimnniji  

1 

8 

9 

Dysentery 

12 

10 

22 

8 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

2 

1 

Measles  

352 

586 

938 

568 

Whooping  Cough 

35 

123 

158 

88 

Paratyphoid  and  Typhoid 

1 

1 

2 

Meningococcal  Infections 

2 

2 

TOTAL 

411 

747 

1,158 

681 

* 2 Paralytic  and  2 non-paralytic. 


There  was  considerably  less  scarlet  fever,  pneumonia  and  food 
poisoning  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  whooping  cough  prevalence 
remained  at  the  same  level.  Our  comparative  freedom  from  polio- 


8 


myelitis  continued  and  for  the  sixth  successive  year  there  were  no 
cases  of  diphtheria.  The  main  feature  of  the  year’s  epidemiology 
was  the  outbreak  of  measles  which  with  937  cases,  was  the  largest 
since  1951. 

School  attendance  was  fairly  good.  During  the  school  year 
ended  July,  1955,  the  average  attendance  of  children  in  the  primary 
schools  was  88.3  per  cent.,  and  in  the  county  secondary  schools  it 
was  88  per  cent.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1953/54  were  90.5 
and  91  per  cent,  respectively. 

The  reason  for  this  lower  percentage  in  school  attendance  was 
an  epidemic  of  Influenza  “ B,”  which  affected  almost  the  whole  of 
the  island  for  about  7 weeks  from  late  September,  1954  (this  was 
reported  on  fully  in  my  annual  report  for  1954).  The  average  attend- 
ance in  the  Day  Special  School  for  Educationally  Sub-Normal  Pupils 
was  88.6  per  cent. 

As  will  be  seen  from  Table  Ila  on  page  24,  the  commonest  defects 
discovered  at  routine  medical  inspection  are  defects  of  vision,  including 
squint,  and  defects  of  the  nose  and  throat.  The  relatively  high 
number  requiring  treatment  for  lung  complaints  includes  88  children 
found  to  show  a positive  reaction  to  the  Multiple  Puncture  test  when 
undertaking  the  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  school  children.  These  were 
referred  for  X-ray  examination,  (See  pages  10-11).  Minor  orthopaedic 
departures  from  the  normal,  flat  feet  and  postural  defect,  are  frequently 
noted,  but  the  severe  crippling  defect  is  happily  not  often  seen.  Otitis 
media  continues  to  be  numerically  a minor  problem,  and  a few  cases 
only  of  the  infectious  skin  diseases,  scabies,  impetigo  and  ringworm 
were  discovered. 

GENERAL  CONDITION  AND  NUTRITION 

The  data  relating  to  general  condition  and  nutrition  (to  be  found 
in  Table  IIB  on  page  25  have  been  expressed  as  percentages  in  the 
table  given  below,  which  also  gives  the  comparable  figures  for  1954 
in  parenthesis. 

ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  1955— CLASSIFICATION  OF 
GENERAL  CONDITION  (PERCENTAGES) 


A (Good) 

B (Average) 

C (Poor) 

Entrants  

34.8  (43.8) 
32.6  (41.9) 

46.9  (55.0) 
29.8  (27.0) 

63.8  (53.9) 
66.5  (56.6) 
52.7  (44.6) 
69.4  (71.6) 

1.4  (2.3) 

0.8  (1.5) 

0.4  (0.4) 

0.8  (1.4) 

Primary  School  Leavers  

Secondary  School  Leavers  

Additional  Group  

ALL  GROUPS 

37.6  (47.4) 

61.5  (51.3) 

0.9  (1.3) 
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The  percentages  of  children  in  Class  “A”  in  the  various  age  groups, 
with  the  exception  of  the  “ Additional  Inspections  ” Group,  show  a 
decrease  and  those  classified  “ B ” a corresponding  increase.  The 
percentage  of  children  found  to  have  “ Poor  ” general  condition  has 
remained  more  or  less  constant  in  recent  years. 

The  interpretation  of  these  trends  is  not  straightforward, 
especially  as  the  classification  is  a purely  subjective  one,  and  medical 
officers  vary  in  the  standard  they  adopt. 

The  Milk  in  Schools  scheme  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily. 
Every  school  is  supplied  with  pasteurised  milk  in  one-third  pint 
bottles.  Messrs.  Cadbury  Ltd.,  have  agreed  to  continue  this  valuable 
service  which  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  had  provided  for  many  years. 

The  average  number  of  meals  served  by  the  School  Meals  Service 
per  school  day  was  6,487,  and  this  number  represents  approximately 
77  per  cent,  of  the  school  population.  The  percentage  for  last  year 
was  74. 

Taking  the  number  of  meals  provided  as  a yardstick,  the 
Education  Committee  is  undoubtedly  the  largest  catering  concern 
in  the  county,  and  the  standard  of  food  hygiene  in  school  canteens 
is  therefore  a matter  of  considerable  interest.  When  visiting  schools 
the  school  medical  officers  pay  particular  attention  to  food  hygiene 
in  canteens. 

TUBERCULOSIS 
Notifications  of  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  15  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  among 
children  of  school  age.  This  was  an  increase  on  the  number  (8) 
for  1954. 

The  form  taken  by  the  disease  in  this  series  was  as  follows  : — 

(The  numbers  in  brackets  are  the  corresponding  figures  for  1954.) 


Non-respiratory  forms 3 (2) 

Glands  of  neck 1 

Abdominal  1 

T.B.  Meningitis 1 

Adult  type  respiratory  tuberculosis  6 (4) 

Primary  chest  infections 6 (2) 


The  two  main  weapons  on  which  we  rely  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  tuberculosis  in  the  school  population  are  B.C.G.  Vaccination  and 
mass  radiography  examination.  These  two  weapons  are  best  used  in 
conjunction  and  in  last  year’s  report  a detailed  account  was  given  of 
the  scheme  that  was  evolved  to  employ  these  measures  to  the  best 
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advantage.  In  1955  the  scheme  operated  again  in  a very  satisfactory 
manner.  Unless  there  was  some  contra-indication,  every  child  was 
tuberculin  tested  in  his  14th  year  ; negative  reactors  were  vaccinated 
and  positive  reactors  were  X-rayed.  The  testing  and  vaccination 
sessions  were  arranged  to  coincide  with  the  visits  to  the  schools  of 
the  mass  radiography  unit.  In  this  way  the  interval  between  finding 
a positive  reactor  and  having  his  chest  X-rayed  was  eliminated.  The 
importance  of  this  from  the  point  of  view  of  relieving  parental  anxiety 
is  obvious. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

In  the  county  secondary  schools  there  were  646  children  aged 
between  13  and  14  years  on  roll.  In  the  case  of  34  children  the 
tuberculin  state  was  already  known  as  the  result  of  our  contact  tracing 
procedure. 


Notified  in  the  past  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis 3 

Known  to  have  had  a healed  primary  lesion 2 

Known  to  be  tuberculin  positive 14 

Had  already  had  B.C.G.  as  contacts 13 

Known  to  be  tuberculin  negative,  but  had  refused  B.C.G. 

as  contacts  2 


Forms  of  consent  were  sent  to  the  parents  of  the  remaining  612 
children  and  were  returned  duly  completed  for  429,  or  70  per  cent, 
of  the  total.  Some  10  per  cent,  of  children  for  whom  consent  had 
been  given  were  absent  on  the  day  of  testing  and  consent  in  some  20 
other  instances  came  in  too  late.  Eventually,  365  children  were 
tested  with  the  multiple  puncture  test,  but  there  was  a further  wastage 
of  13  children  (or  3|  per  cent,  of  the  total)  through  absence  on  the  day 
the  test  was  to  be  read.  The  results  were  read  therefore  for  352 
children  and  88  of  these  (25  per  cent.)  were  found  to  be  positive 
reactors.  The  remaining  264  were  vaccinated.  The  646  children 
in  the  age  group  on  the  school  registers  could  be  regarded  as  falling 
into  three  groups.  There  was  a group  of  19  children  known  to  be 
naturally  positive  prior  to  the  present  testing  schedule  and  a second 
group  of  15  known  to  have  been  naturally  negative  at  some  time  in 
the  past  but  not  tested  on  this  occasion  either  because  they  had  already 
had  B.C.G.  vaccination  or  had  refused  it.  This  second  group  of  15 
might  or  might  not  have  become  naturally  positive  by  the  time  they 
were  13  years  of  age.  The  third  group  comprises  the  352  children 
whose  test  was  read  and  25  per  cent,  of  these  were  positive  reactors. 
We  may  say,  therefore,  that  the  proportion  of  children  with  naturally 
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acquired  infection  at  the  age  of  13 — 14  years  must  lie  between 
(25  4 19  X 100)  per  cent  and  (25  + 34  x 100)  per  cent. 

646  ~ 646 

i.e.,  the  range  is  27.9  to  30.3  per  cent.  These  are  rather  higher  than 

the  figures  for  last  year  when  the  range  was  25.3  to  26.9  per  cent., 
but  bearing  in  mind  the  numbers  of  children  tested,  the  difference  is 
not  a significant  one. 

The  cadets  of  H.M.S.  Conway  were  also  tested  and  29  out  of  92 
(31.5  per  cent.)  were  found  to  be  positive  reactors.  The  remaining 
63  were  vaccinated. 

The  positive  reactors  (88  school  children  and  29  cadets)  were 
examined  by  mass  radiography  and  where  necessary,  by  the  Chest 
Physician.  In  4 cases  evidence  of  a healed  primary  lesion  in  the  chest 
was  found.  No  abnormality  of  lungs  was  detected  in  the  remaining 
113  children  and  cadets. 

Mass  Radiography. 

In  addition  to  examining  the  children  found  to  be  positive 
reactors  on  testing  prior  to  B.C.G.  vaccination  the  mass  radiography 
unit  examined  all  children  aged  14  years  and  over  as  well  as  the  school 
staff  (teaching,  domestic  and  canteen).  The  unit  visited  a number 
of  industrial  establishments  and  in  the  urban  areas  an  opportunity  was 
given  to  the  general  public  to  come  forward  for  examination.  The 
two  Merchant  Navy  training  establishments  (H.M.S.  Conway  and  T.S. 
Indefatigable)  also  received  visits  during  1955. 

For  the  sake  of  completeness  the  results  of  these  other  surveys 
have  been  included  with  those  of  the  school  population. 

The  results  are  set  out  in  full  in  the  following  table.  The  survey 
resulted  in  the  finding  of  one  new  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
among  the  children  and  one  among  the  school  staff. 

Ten  new  cases  came  to  light  among  the  general  public  including 
the  industrial  groups. 
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MASS  RADIOGRAPHY— 1955 


Total 

exam- 

ined 

Abnor- 

malities 

other 

than 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Referred 

to 

Chest 

Physi- 

cian 

Result 

s of  FurtI 

ler  Inv( 
Physic 

istigatic 

an 

n by  C 

lest 

New 

Case 

Already 

Known 

Heal’d 

Pul- 

mon- 

ary 

T.B. 

Other 

abnor- 

mal- 

ity 

No. 

abnor- 

mal- 

ity 

Failed 

to 

attend 

Second’y.. 

School 

Children 

1,579 

19 

7 

1 

— 

2 

1 

3 

— 

School 

Staffs. 

450 

14 

4 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

H.M.S. 

Conway. 

361 

6 

4 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

T.S.  In- 
defatigable 

216 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

Industrial 

Groups. 

1,339 

60 

17 

3 

3 

4 

4 

2 

1 

General 

Public. 

2,566 

158 

53 

7 

1 

10 

14 

11 

10 

TOTAL 

6,511 

257 

92 

12 

5 

19 

21 

24 

11 

THE  WORK  OF  THE  SCHOOL  NURSE 

The  work  done  by  school  nurses  in  the  prevention  of  infestation 
with  vermin  deserves  high  praise.  The  nurses  made  37,817  inspec- 
tions, which  is  equivalent  to  every  child  being  examined  on  the 
average  four  times  during  the  year.  The  number  found  to  be  vermin- 
ous was  199,  or  2.3  per  cent,  of  the  school  population.  This  shows  a 
slight  decrease  over  last  year.  The  figures  for  the  past  five  years  are 
as  follows  : 1951,  64  cases  ; 1952,  98  cases  ; 1953,  105  cases  ; 1954, 
211  cases. 

Our  arrangements  for  dealing  with  this  condition  are  at  present 
under  review. 
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The  table  printed  below  gives  some  indication  of  the  volume  of 
work  done  by  the  school  nurse/health  visitors. 


No.  of 
schls.  in 
district 

Total 

average 

att’dance 

No.  of 
Exam- 
inations 

No.  of 
visits  to 
homes 

No.  of 
visits  to 
schools 

Amlwch  

5 

1,014 

881 

4,917 

3,518 

3.038 
2,240 
9,321 
4,213 
2,506 
2,896 
4,130 

1.038 

62 

105 

Beaumaris 

5 

113 

68 

Bodedern 

6 

436 

74 

80 

Bodorgan  

5 

325 

59 

46 

Holyhead 

11 

2,194 

371 

1,412 

144 

212 

Llanfechell 

8 

122 

Llangefni  

6 

1,146 

354 

31 

85 

Marianplas 

6 

122 

118 

Menai  Bridge 

3 

358 

46 

103 

*Newborough  

6 

365 

54 

29 

TOTAL 

61 

7,444 

37,817 

2,117 

968 

* This  district  was  formed  in  July,  1955,  following  the  reorganisation  of 
the  School  Nursing/Health  Visiting  areas. 

The  school  nurses  still  attend  to  minor  ailments  when  required, 
and  the  majority  of  the  427  cases  noted  in  Group  VII  of  the  Treatment 
tables  (Table  III,  page  26),  were,  in  fact,  seen  by  the  nurses.  These 
include  the  abrasions,  bruises,  cuts,  stings  and  similar  happenings  of 
school  life  which  call  for  sympathetic  attention.  We  are  fortunate 
in  that  impetigo,  ringworm  and  scabies  are  still  being  encountered  but 
rarely. 


MOBILE  MINOR  AILMENTS  CLINIC 

As  was  suggested  in  previous  reports,  this  vehicle  is  rather 
inappropriately  named.  It  has  been  used  mainly  as  an  “ examination 
room  on  wheels.” 

Some  details  concerning  the  work  of  the  clinic  during  the  year 
are  given  below  ; — ■ 


Number  of  visits  to  schools 417 

Mileage  covered  7,626 

Number  of  minor  ailments  treated  200 

Number  of  routine  cleanliness,  etc.,  inspections  made  22,009 

Number  of  children  seen  for  other  reasons  69 

Total  number  of  children  seen  22,278 


It  will  be  noted  that  about  60  per  cent,  of  all  cleanliness  inspec- 
tions are  carried  out  in  the  mobile  clinic. 
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ORTHOPAEDIC  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  work  done  by  the  physiothera- 
pists : — 


Centre 

No.  of 

Clinics 

held 

No.  of 

Home 

Visits 

No.  of 
Cases 

No.  of 
Treat- 
ments 

LI.V.R. 

No.  of 
Cases 

No.  of 
Treatments 

Holyhead 

80 

— 

168 

1,250 

35 

554 

Llangefni  

59 

1 

134 

622 

14 

87 

Amlwch  

58 

6 

72 

622 

16 

128 

Menai  Bridge 

42 

5 

51 

314 

2 

13 

Beaumaris 

57 

5 

61 

674 

9 

83 

296 

17 

486 

3,482 

76 

865 

Total  number  of  names  on  the  books  during  1955  ...  ...  743 

Total  number  of  cases  discharged  during  1955  ...  ...  ...  196 

Number  of  new  cases  during  1955  301 


Breathing  exercises,  etc.,  have  also  been  given  in  the  five  clinics 
to  92  cases  referred  by  hospitals. 

During  the  year  392  attendances  were  made  by  263  individual 
children  at  the  12  Orthopaedic  Clinic  sessions  held  at  Holyhead  and 
Llangefni,  an  average  attendance  of  33  per  session. 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 
I append  the  report  of  the  Physical  Training  Organiser  : — 

“The  standard  of  Physical  Education  in  the  majority  of  the  Primary 
Schools  is  now  fairly  good  basically.  By  basically,  I mean  the  founda- 
tion of  the  work  as  defined  by  the  latest  Ministry  of  Education 
Publications  of  Physical  Education  is  being  carried  out  satisfactorily. 
The  work  is  at  the  moment  being  carried  out  with  the  aid  of  small 
apparatus,  e.g.,  rubber  balls,  hoops,  skipping  ropes,  etc.  The  Min- 
istry of  Education,  however,  recommend  the  introduction  and  use 
of  large  type  apparatus,  such  as  climbing  and  agility  frames.  Climbing 
frames  made  locally  have  been  introduced  experimentally  at  the 
following  schools,  Brynsiencyn  C.P.S.,  Pentraeth  C.P.S.,  Llandrygarn 
C.P.S.,  Bodedern  C.P.S.,  St.  Cybi  J.S.,  and  Park  J.S.  These  have 
been  in  use  for  a considerable  time  now  and  I wish  to  report  that  the 
introduction  of  such  apparatus  has  made  the  Physical  Education 
lessons  more  interesting  and  complete,  the  children  more  confident 
and  alert  in  their  agility  work  and  this  leads  to  a higher  level  and 
attainment  of  performance  in  the  Primary  Schools  and  to  more 
successful  work  in  the  Secondary  Schools  later  on.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  Committee  will  approve  the  gradual  introduction  of  heavy  appar- 
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atus  to  other  schools  and  provision  has  been  made  in  the  estimates 
for  1956-1957  for  the  supply  of  such  equipment  in  four  or  five  schools. 

The  Secondary  Schools  are  more  fortunate  in  facilities  and 
equipment  excepting  Holyhead  and  Beaumaris,  and  the  results  of  the 
work  done  is  being  shown  particularly  in  Athletics  and  Games.  Two 
more  specialist  teachers  were  appointed  to  Holyhead  in  September, 
and  they  in  turn  share  the  work  with  Miss  MacDonald  and  Mr. 
Roberts. 

Some  Plimsol  shoes  were  again  supplied  to  the  County’s  schools. 
The  Primary  Schools  being  quite  well  equipped  now,  nearly  every 
child  having  his  or  her  own  pair  of  shoes  to  change  into  for  Physical 
Education,  doing  away  with  the  old  practice  of  borrowing  from 
another  child  which  was  most  unhygienic  and  unsatisfactory. 

No  Refresher  Course  for  teachers  in  Primary  Schools  was  held 
this  year,  but  a small  nucleus  of  schools  was  used  for  experimental 
classes. 

An  Athletics  Course  for  Secondary  School  teachers  was  held  at 
the  Holyhead  County  Secondary  School  on  January  18th  (1955)  by 
kind  permission  of  the  Governors  and  Headmaster.  The  Physical 
Education  Specialists  from  the  four  Secondary  Schools  attended  and  a 
lot  of  work  was  covered  in  one  day.  This  Athletics  Coaching  Course 
was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  W.  LI.  Alford,  the  Amateur  Athletic  Association 
National  Coach,  who  concentrated  on  the  coaching  of  Hop,  Step  and 
Jump,  Long  and  High  Jump,  Hurdles,  Discus  and  Javelin  events, 
together  with  some  films  showing  performances  in  these  events  by 
first-class  Athletes.  There  is  no  doubt  that  such  a course  is  extremely 
valuable  and  helpful  to  the  teachers  and  myself  as  the  standard  of 
Athletics  these  days  shows  the  need  for  careful  and  detailed  coaching. 
The  result  of  this  course,  I feel  sure,  led  in  some  measure  to  the 
Anglesey  boys  and  girls  doing  so  well  at  a National  Level. 

The  Annual  County  Secondary  Schools  Athletics  Championships 
were  accommodated  at  Beaumaris  on  May  24th,  where  some  good 
performances  were  seen.  Holyhead  again  carried  off  both  the  Chal- 
lenge Shield  and  Relay  Cup  and  the  school  is  to  be  congratulated 
on  its  continued  success. 

A representative  team  of  both  boys  and  girls  was  entered  for  the 
National  Athletics  Championships  which  were  held  at  Eirias  Park, 
Colwyn  Bay,  in  July  ; Anglesey  was  the  smallest  county  competing 
and  the  team  is  to  be  commended.  In  the  County’s  list,  Anglesey 
moved  up  from  tenth  place  to  eighth,  with  the  boys  gaining  18  places 
and  15  standards,  a Beaumaris  boy  winning  both  the  100  yards  and 
220  yards  sprints,  creating  a record  time  of  22.8  seconds  in  the  latter 
event.  The  overall  result  was  very  gratifying  considering  that  we 
cannot  enter  all  the  events,  there  being  no  pole  vaulting  equipment 
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in  any  of  our  Secondary  Schools  and  hurdling  equipment  in  one 
school  only,  through  lack  of  funds. 

With  the  girls,  it  was  entirely  new  for  them  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  compete  at  a National  level.  Six  events  only  were  set  aside 
for  them  in  1955,  these  events  being  Junior  and  Senior  100  yards, 
high  jump  and  Relays.  We  won  both  Junior  and  Senior  100  yards, 
and  were  second  and  third  respectively  in  the  High  Jump,  but  the 
overall  result  was  that  we  gained  places  and  standards  in  all  events 
competed  in.  As  the  need  for  Athletics  for  girls  has  grown  in  the 
last  few  years  a separate  association  has  now  been  formed  and  it  is 
hoped  that  more  events  will  be  open  to  the  girls  in  the  future. 

Anglesey  should  indeed  be  proud  to  know  that  one  girl  only  was 
chosen  by  the  Welsh  Amateur  7\thletics  Association  to  attend  a Young 
Athletic  Course  run  by  the  Neips  Chronicle.  This  girl  is  Gwyneth  LI. 
Lewis,  and  she  is  a pupil  at  the  Holyhead  Countv  Secondary  School. 

The  Junior  Football  team,  too,  has  done  well  this  year,  and  has 
come  through  the  first  round  of  the  Welsh  Challenge  Shield  matches, 
having  played  four  games  on  a home  and  away  basis  against  Arvon 
and  South  Caernarvonshire,  scoring  23  goals  against  these  other 
teams,  having  no  goals  scored  against  them.  The  team  is  to  meet 
Chester  Schoolboys  1st  XI  in  the  quarter  final  which  is  to  be  played  at 
Holyhead  in  late  January,  1956.  Six  boys  were  chosen  from  Anglesey 
for  the  Welsh  trials,  two  boys  from  Llangefni  County  Secondary 
School  getting  through  to  the  final  trial  on  January  21st,  1956.  Llan- 
gefni County  Secondary  School  won  the  Eirlys  Roberts  Shield  in 
the  Inter-Schools  County  League  this  year. 

As  has  already  been  noted,  the  standard  of  Physical  Education  in 
the  Primary  Schools  is  satisfactory  but  leaves  room  for  expansion 
along  the  lines  indicated,  and  the  standard  of  gymnastics  in  the 
Secondary  Schools  is  as  high  as  can  be  expected  with  the  facilities 
available.  It  is  hoped  that  with  the  completion  of  the  Playing  Fields 
at  Llangefni  and  Amlwch,  the  standard  of  tennis,  cricket,  hockey 
and  netball  will  rise  to  inter-school,  inter-county  and  national  level. 

EIRLYS  W.  ROBERTS.” 

DEFECTIVE  EYESIGHT  AND  SQUINT 

The  ophthalmic  service  for  school  children  continued  to  operate 
satisfactorily  during  the  year  as  far  as  the  examination  of  children  and 
the  prescription  of  glasses  were  concerned,  although  at  one  time  there 
was  a considerable  “ back-log  ” of  cases  awaiting  appointments  for 
consultations.  Fifty-four  clinics  were  held  during  1955,  and  by  the 
end  of  the  year  the  waiting  period  for  appointment  had  been  reduced  to 
5 or  6 weeks.  712  children  were  examined  for  errors  of  refraction  and 
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63  for  other  defects  ; 584  prescriptions  for  spectacles  were  issued,  and 
spectacles  were  supplied  in  572  cases.  Operative  treatment  for  squint 
is  available  at  the  Caernarvon  and  Anglesey  Hospital,  Bangor,  and 
during  the  year  1 1 cases  were  operated  upon. 

Orthoptic  Treatment  was  available  at  Bangor  and  at  Holyhead,  the 
orthoptist  (Miss  Gwyneth  Powell)  being  employed  by  the  Caernarvon 
and  Anglesey  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

In  January,  1955,  the  number  of  Anglesey  children  receiving 
treatment  was  132,  and  33  new  cases  were  registered  during  the  year. 
The  number  of  cases  discharged  from  treatment  was  34,  of  whom  13 
were  considered  to  have  been  cured  and  18  were  cosmetically  satis- 
factory. Only  3 cases  were  discharged  for  failure  to  attend.  The 
nature  of  the  treatment  given  may  be  indicated  as  follows  : — 

Per  Cent, 
of  Cases. 


Occlusion 35 

Exercises  20 

For  Operation  20 

Kept  under  Observation  25 


The  school  nurses  continued  to  test  the  eyesight  of  7-year-old 
children  and  to  refer  doubtful  cases  for  the  opinion  of  the  school 
doctor.  This  form  of  screening  can  be  valuable  in  detecting  defective 
vision  at  an  early  stage.  During  the  year  511  children  were  tested  by 
the  nurses  and  72  referred  for  further  examination.  In  addition  the 
school  nurses  test  the  corrected  vision  of  children  wearing  glasses  and 
if  in  doubt  about  the  suitabilitv  of  the  spectacles  refer  the  case  for 
further  examination.  During  1955  they  examined  369  such  children 
and  referred  139  to  see  the  school  doctor. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT 

All  consultations  and  operations  for  conditions  of  the  ear,  nose 
and  throat  are  held  at  the  Caernarvon  and  Anglesey  Hospital,  Bangor. 

These  are  among  the  commonest  causes  of  ill-health  among 
children,  and  during  the  year  130  cases  were  referred  for  a specialist 
opinion,  and  142  cases  were  operated  upon,  mostly  for  the  removal 
of  tonsils  and/or  adenoids. 
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The  position  regarding  the  availability  of  these  services  is  indicated 
below  : — 

Number  of  children  waiting  : — 

(a)  Consultation  (b)  Operation 

At  31.12.55  - 6 

At  31.12.54  8 4 

These  figures  show  that  the  position  both  for  consultation  and 
for  operation  is  std'  satisfactory. 

At  the  present  time  the  waiting  period  is  only  a week  or  two 
unless  some  exceptional  circumstances  arise. 

HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 


Category 

Number  ascertained 
during  the  year 
1955 

No.  on  the 
register  of  H.P.s 
at  31.12.55 

Blind 



2 

Partially  sighted  

— 

4 

Deaf  



3 

Partially  Deaf 

1 

8 

Delicate 

4 

12 

Educationally  sub-normal 

33 

157 

Epileptic  

1 

1 

Maladjusted 

1 

4 

Physically  handicapped  

1 

9 

Multiple  Defects  

4 

Speech  Defects  

2 

43 

15 

219 

Number  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  under  the  Education  Act,  1944  : 


Section  57  (3)  6 

Section  57  (5)  7 


Much  work  was  done  during  1955  in  the  ascertainment  of 
handicapped  pupils  and  at  the  year’s  end  the  number  of  such  pupils 
on  the  register  was  219. 

The  number  of  children  ascertained  as  being  handicapped  by 
reason  of  speech  defect  is  15.  No  doubt  there  are  several  more 
such  children  who  would  be  brought  to  notice  were  facilities  for 
treatment  easily  available. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  pupils  admitted  to 
special  schools  during  the  year  and  the  number  in  attendance  at  such 
schools  on  the  31st  December  ; — 
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Category 

No.  admitted 
1955 

No.  in  att’ce. 

at  Dec.  31 

No.  waiting 

adm.  Dec.  31 

Blind 

1 

1 

1 

Partially  Sighted  

— 

1 

1 

Deaf  

— 

3 

— 

Partially  Deaf 

— 

1 

— 

Delicate 

2 

3 

4 

Educationally  Sub-Normal  

20 

75 

48 

Epileptic  

1 

1 

— 

Maladjusted 

1 

4 

— 

Physically  Handicapped 

1 

2 

1 

Multiple  Defects  

1 

4 

— 

Speech  

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS 

27 

95 

56 

Ascertainnient  and  Treatment  of  Children  nnth  Defective  Hearing. 

The  aim  is,  as  far  as  possible,  to  discover  the  existence  of  defective 
hearing  in  children  before  they  enter  school,  and  close  co-operation 
is  maintained  with  the  local  health  authority  medical  officers,  health 
visitors  and  infant  welfare  clinics.  In  many  instances,  of  course, 
this  staff  also  serves  the  Education  Authority. 

The  Authority  has  not  established  its  own  Audiology  Centre. 
It  is  not  felt  that  the  number  of  cases  in  the  county  would  warrant 
such  a move.  Routine  audiometric  testing  of  school  children  has  not 
been  instituted. 

Cases  suspected  of  being  deaf,  whether  pre-school  children  or 
school  children,  have  in  the  past,  been  referred  as  a routine  to  the 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon  at  the  Caernarvonshire  and  Anglesey 
General  Hospital,  Bangor.  Audiometric  testing  of  older  children  can 
be  arranged  at  his  clinic.  Occasional  difficult  cases  have  been  referred 
at  the  Authority’s  expense  to  consultants  with  particular  experience  of 
deafness  in  children,  for  example,  Mr.  E.  N.  Owen,  F.R.C.S.,  at 
Shrewsbury,  and  Professor  Ewing,  at  Manchester.  Recently  cases 
have  been  referred  for  diagnosis  to  Professor  Ewing’s  clinic  held  by 
the  Caernarvonshire  County  Council  at  Bangor  and  it  is  understood 
that  we  are  likely  to  be  able  to  continue  to  refer  cases  here  for  an 
opinion. 

It  is  understood  that  the  local  health  authority  intends  shortly  to 
send  two  health  visitors  on  a training  course  to  Professor  Ewing’s 
clinic  in  Manchester.  It  is  the  intention  to  make  use  of  the  services  of 
these  health  visitors  in  due  course  with  the  auditory  training  and 
instruction  of  affected  children  who  are  not  in  attendance  at  special 
schools  for  the  deaf.  These  health  visitors  would  also  be  available 
to  instruct  and  assist  parents. 

The  Authority  do  not  employ  any  peripatetic  teachers  of  the 
deaf,  although  in  one  instance  some  four  years  ago,  arrangements 
were  made  with  a retired  teacher  of  the  deaf  to  give  instruction  to  a 
case  living  at  home. 
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Rboscolyn  Day  Special  School. 

This  junior  day  special  school,  under  the  Headship  of  Mr.  T.  H. 
Breese,  continued  to  function  satisfactorily  during  1955.  There 
were  58  children  on  the  roll  at  31st  December,  1955.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  anyone  who  has  watched  these  children 
that  the  school  is  doing  excellent  work.  The  children  are  obviously 
happy  there,  they  are  more  alert  and  take  greater  pride  in  their  person 
and  clothing  than  was  the  case  when  they  attended  ordinary  schools. 
Mr.  Breese  and  his  staff  are  succeeding,  too,  in  the  more  limited 
academic  sense  and  several  children  have  “ caught  up  ” to  a surprising 
degree  with  basic  arithmetic  and  language.  The  committee  can  look 
forward  confidently  to  the  time  when  the  school’s  future  has  been 
settled  and  the  way  is  clear  for  future  development  of  this  much- 
needed  provision. 

Penbesgyn 

Penhesgyn  is  a small  sanatorium  for  girls  of  school  age  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  (normally  of  the  “ primary  ” type  of  lesion).  This 
institution  is  managed  by  the  Caernarvon  and  Anglesey  Hospital 
Management  Committee,  but  the  Anglesey  Education  Authority  is 
responsible  for  the  provision  of  education  facilities.  On  the  31st 
December,  1955,  there  were  13  children  in  the  hospital,  4 being 
Anglesey  cases.  One  of  the  school  dentists  pays  periodical  visits. 

Child  Guidance 

Children  showing  evidence  of  being  emotionally  disturbed  are 
referred  to  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic  which  is  held  at  Bangor  under 
the  direction  of  a consulting  child  psychiatrist  on  the  staff  of  the 
North  Wales  Hospital  for  Nervous  and  Mental  Disorders,  Denbigh. 

The  number  of  new  referrals  in  1955  was  33,  of  which  two  were 
referred  by  general  practitioners,  five  were  referred  from  hospitals, 
one  by  a parent,  one  by  Court  and  Probation  Officer,  and  the  re- 
mainder were  referred  through  the  school  health  service. 

The  number  of  first  attendances  during  the  year  was  34  and  the 
number  of  further  attendances  was  87.  In  addition,  11  visits  were  paid 
to  homes  by  the  social  workers  and  13  visits  to  schools  by  psycholo- 
gists. 


DENTAL  SERVICE 

On  the  20th  June,  1955,  Mr.  O.  C.  Jenkins  was  appointed  as 
Principal  School  Dental  Officer.  This  appointment  brings  the 
Authority’s  establishment  of  Dental  Officers  to  three. 

The  increase  in  establishment  has  reflected  itself  most  encour- 
agingly  in  the  number  of  children  examined  for  dental  defects.  As 
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can  be  seen  from  the  statistics  relating  to  Dental  VC'ork  on  page  26 
(Table  IV),  every  school  child  in  the  County  was  inspected  at  least 
once  during  the  year. 

As  usual,  dental  defects  were  found  to  be  very  common,  76  per 
cent,  of  the  children  examined  being  considered  in  need  of  treatment. 

Mr.  O.  C.  Jenkins  reports  : — 

“ Starting  my  duties  in  Anglesey  in  June,  I found  that  the  work 
of  the  Preliminary  Dental  Survey  in  connection  with  the  fluoridation 
scheme  was  well  in  progress.  The  provisional  results  were  most 
interesting;  they  showed  that  the  average  3-year-old  child  in  the  County 
had  3.9  defective  teeth  while  at  the  other  end  of  the  scale  the  average 
15-year-old  child  had  7.6  defective  teeth. 

At  the  end  of  October  the  second  Mobile  Dental  Unit,  this  time 
built  by  Messrs.  Lords,  of  Blackburn,  arrived.  The  use  to  which 
these  Units  are  being  put  more  than  justifies  their  purchase.  It  should 
however,  be  realised  that  as  electricity  and  mains  water  become 
available  in  the  more  remote  rural  schools,  the  trailers  should  be 
used  only  in  these  areas,  while  the  children  in  the  towns  should  have 
the  benefit  of  modern  static  clinics  as  soon  as  their  provision  is  finan- 
cially possible. 

Dr.  C.  M.  Rolant-Thomas  reports  : — 

‘ During  the  summer  of  1955,  a special  survey  was  made  of  the 
dental  condition  of  certain  groups  of  Anglesey  school  children  aged 
5 — 15  years,  and  of  a number  of  young  children  aged  3 — 4 years,  and 
was  carried  out  concurrently  with  the  routine  annual  school  dental 
inspections. 

This  base-line  survey  was  an  essential  preliminary  to  the  fluorida- 
tion scheme,  and  the  children  selected  in  these  age  groups  had  to 
satisfy  certain  requirements  connected  with  the  locality  of  their  school, 
the  locality  of  their  home  and  duration  of  residence  there,  and  the 
source  of  the  water  supply  at  home  and  at  school.  Individual  exam- 
ination and  detailed  charting  recorded  the  incidence  and  extent  of 
dental  caries  in  each  child,  and  also  the  condition  of  the  gums  and  the 
degree  of  oral  hygiene.  The  group  of  “ Under  5’s  ” was  considered 
to  be  of  particular  importance,  as  benefits  of  the  fluoridation  scheme 
would  show  first  in  the  teeth  of  those  children  whose  permanent 
dentition  was  still  in  process  of  formation  and  calcification  when  the 
scheme  came  into  being. 
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The  charts  made  for  this  survey  have  now  been  analysed,  and  the 
resulting  statistics  show  that  entrants  to  Anglesey  Schools,  at  five  years 
of  age,  have  an  average  of  six  decayed  temporary  teeth,  and  at  15  years 
of  age  pupils  have  an  average  of  seven  permanent  teeth  affected,  which 
may  be  decayed,  filled  or  have  been  extracted  on  account  of  dental 
caries. 

A similar  special  study  was  made  in  Holyhead,  the  children 
ranging  in  age  from  three  to  11  years. 

The  rest  of  1955  was  taken  up  with  routine  dental  treatment 
given  to  children  in  the  schools  of  my  area.  An  additional  Mobile 
Dental  Unit  arrived  in  November,  and  was  put  to  immediate  use,  so 
that  two  Units  are  now  in  constant  service  in  the  County.  The 
advantages  of  a well-equipped  and  well-lighted  clinic  cannot  be  over- 
estimated, from  the  point  of  view  of  both  operator  and  patient  ; and 
as  so  many  rural  schools  in  Anglesey  are  being  connected  to  electricity 
and  main  water  supplies,  it  will  soon  be  possible  to  use  the  Units  in 
all  schools  in  the  areas  concerned.  The  new  Unit  functions  entirely 
by  electricity  ; the  equipment  is  excellent,  and  in  particular  the  newest 
type  of  “ daylight  ” spot-lamp  is  a great  asset. 

The  smooth  running  of  a visiting  clinic  depends  greatly  on  the 
assistance  and  co-operation  of  the  headmasters  and  their  staffs,  and 
once  again  I would  thank  them  all  for  ready  help  and  interest.  My 
thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Health  Visitors  for  particular  assistance 
given  in  connection  with  the  survey.’ 

Mr.  Elwyn  Jones  reports  as  follows  : — 

‘ The  condition  of  the  teeth  of  Anglesey’s  school  children  is,  on 
the  whole,  very  poor.  Once  again  I have  to  report  that  this  is  due  to 
lack  of  cleaning  and  the  eating  of  sticky  cheap  confectionery  at  all 
times  of  the  day.  It  is  quite  common  when  treating  a child,  imme- 
diately after  morning  assembly,  to  find  the  teeth  covered  with  a 
glutinous  mass  of  sweets.  The  eating  of  these  sweets  last  thing  at 
night  before  going  to  sleep  is  probably  the  cause  of  much  of  the 
dental  decay  prevailing. 

The  help  given  by  members  of  the  Teaching  and  Nursing  Pro- 
fessions in  enabling  the  work  to  be  carried  out  is  much  appreciated, 
and  I wish  to  thank  them  for  their  co-operation.’ 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  record  the  thanks  of  my  colleagues 
and  myself  to  the  clerical,  nursing  and  teaching  staff  of  the  County 
for  all  their  valuable  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year.” 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1955. 


TABLE  I. 

Medical  Inspection  of  pupils  attending  Maintained  Primary  and  Secondary 
Schools  (including  Special  Schools). 


A. — Periodic  Medical  Inspections 

Number  oj  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  groups  : 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  642 

Primary  School  Leavers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  610 

Secondary  School  Leavers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  716 

Total 1,968 

Additional  periodic  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  235 

Grand  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,203 

B. — Other  Inspections 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  643 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,645 

Total 2,288 


C. — Pupils  Found  to  Require  Treatment 

Number  of  individual  pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspection  to  require 
treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases  and  infestation  with  Vermin)  : — 


Group 

For  defective 
vision  (exclud- 
ing squint) 

For  any  other 
conditions  re- 
corded in  Table 
II.A 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

Entrants  

1 

104 

105 

Primary  School  Leavers  

49 

68 

117 

Secondary  School  Leavers  .... 

45 

16 

61 

Total  Prescribed  Groups  

95 

188 

283 

Additional  periodic  Inspections 

17 

36 

51 

GRAND  TOTAL 

112 

224 

334 
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TABLE  II. 

A. — Return  of  Defects  Found  by  Medical  Inspections. 


Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

Defect 

Code 

No. 

Defect  or  Disease 

No.  of 
Requiring 
treatment 

Defects. 
Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  obs. 
but  not  re- 
quiring 
treatment 

No.  of 
Requiring 
treatment 

Defects. 
Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  obs. 
but  not  re- 
requiring 
treatment 

4 

Skin 

9 

22 

6 

5 

5 

Eyes  : a.  Vision  

112 

63 

188 

121 

b.  Squint  

33 

24 

43 

39 

c.  Other  

11 

21 

18 

9 

6 

Ears  : a.  Hearing  

— 

3 

6 

8 

b.  Otitis  Media  ... 

— 

2 

1 

1 

c.  Other  

— 

8 

— 

3 

7 

Nose  or  Throat 

33 

177 

29 

84 

8 

Speech  

— 

2 

4 

6 

9 

Cervical  Glands  

22 

125 

17 

44 

10 

Heart  and  Circulation 

— 

21 

1 

11 

11 

Lungs  

23 

79 

109 

21 

12 

Developmental : 

a.  Hernia  

1 

6 

4 

b.  Other  

5 

13 

6 

8 

13 

Orthopaedic  : 

a.  Posture  

1 

7 

4 

2 

b.  Flat  Foot  

18 

27 

13 

11 

c.  Other  

30 

41 

12 

19 

14 

Nervous  System  : 

a.  Epilepsy 

_ 

4 

3 

6 

b.  Other  

— 

1 

— 

— 

15 

Psychological : 

a.  Development . . . 

1 

2 

49 

8 

b.  Stability  

1 

9 

28 

8 

16 

Other  

40 

78 

55 

75 
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TABLE  II.  (Continued) 

B. — Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils  Inspected  during  the 

year  in  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 
Inspected 

No. 

of 

pupils 

inspect- 

ed 

A 

(Go 

od) 

H 

(Fa 

ir) 

( 

(Pc 

)or) 

No. 

/o 

of  Col. 
2 

No. 

% 

of  Col. 
2 

No. 

% 

of  Col. 
2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Entrants  

642 

224 

34.8 

409 

63.8 

9 

1.4 

Primary  School  Leavers  

610 

199 

32.6 

406 

66.5 

5 

0.8 

Secondary  School  Leavers  ... 

716 

336 

46.9 

377 

52.7 

3 

0.4 

Additional  Periodic  Insps.  ... 

235 

70 

29.8 

163 

69.4 

2 

0.8 

TOTAL  

2,203 

829 

37.6 

1,355 

61.5 

19 

0.9 

TABLE  III. 


TREATMENT  TABLES 

Group  I. — Diseases  of  the  Skin  (excluding  uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Table  V). 

No.  of  Defects 
dealt  with 


Ringworm- — Scalp 4 

Ringworm — Body 13 

Scabies  1 

Impetigo 3 

Other  Skin  Diseases 11 

Group  II. — Eye  Diseases,  Defective  Vision  and  Squint  : 

External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of  refraction  and  squint 63 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)  712 


Total  775 


No.  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  (a)  prescribed 584 

(b)  obtained 572 


Group  III — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat : 


Received  operative  treatment ; 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear — 

(b)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis 97 

(c)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions 4 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment 60 
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Group  IV. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects  : 

(a)  No.  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospitals  or  hospital  schools 20 

(b)  No.  treated  otherwise,  e.g..,  in  clinics  or  out-patient  departments. . . 486 
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Groups  V and  VI — Child  Guidance  Treatment  and  Speech  Therapy  : 

No.  of  Defects 
dealt  with 

(a)  under  Child  Guidance  arrangements 24 

(b)  under  Speech  Therapy  arrangements 2 

Group  VII. ^ — Other  Defects  : 

(a)  Miscellaneous  minor  ailments 427 

(b)  Diseases  of  the  lungs  (excluding  T.B.) 119* 

(c)  Tuberculosis — all  forms 62 

(d)  Heart  and  circulatory  diseases 7 

(e)  Hernia  and  other  developmental  abnormalities 25 

(f)  Other  Diseases  132 


Total  772 


* Includes  58  children  examined  as  contacts  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  found 
to  be  normal. 

TABLE  IV. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 

1.  No.  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers  : 

(a)  Periodic  age  groups 8,868 

(b)  Specials  18 


(c)  Total  (periodic  and  specials) 8,886 


2.  No.  found  to  require  treatment  6,795 

3.  No.  offered  treatment 6,705 

4.  Number  actually  treated 2,392 

5.  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment 3.779 

6.  Half  days  devoted  to  : Inspection  220 

Treatment  695 


Total  915 


7.  Fillings  : Permanent  Teeth  1,746 

Temporary  Teeth  464 


Total  2,210 


8.  No.  of  teeth  filled  : Permanent  Teeth 1.601 

Temporary  Teeth 443 


Total  2,044 


9.  Extractions : Permanent  Teeth  269 

Temporary  Teeth 3,768 


Total  4.037 


10.  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction  12 

11.  Other  operations  : Permanent  Teeth  185 

Temporary  Teeth 47 


Total  232 


27 


TABLE  V. 

Infestation  with  Vermin 

i.  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  Schools  by  School  Nurses  or 


other  authorised  persons 40,020 

ii.  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  199 

iii.  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  notices 

were  issued  (Sect.  54  (2)  Education  Act,  1944)  199 

jv.  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  orders 

were  issued  (Sect.  54  (3)  Education  Act,  1944) — 
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APPENDIX. 

SCHOOL  CLINICS 


The  present  arrangements  regarding  school  clinics  are  as  follows  : 


A.  Local  Education  Authority  Clinics. 

Type. 

Location 

Sessions. 

1.  Dental. 

(a)  Park  School  House,  Holyhead 

(b)  Two  Mobile  Clinics  are  used 
in  the  Eastern  and  Central 
Sectors  of  the  Island. 

Daily  when  S.D.O.  is 
operating  in  Holyhead. 

2.  Minor  Ailments. 

(a)  St.  Cybi  Infants’  P.S.  M.I. 
Room. 

'I’uesday  afternoons. 

(b)  Mobile  Clinic. 

Daily. 

B.  Clinics  run  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  on  behalf  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  on  Local  Education  Authority  Premises. 


1.  Ophthalmic. 

(a)  County  Secondary  School, 
Amlwch. 

(b)  Old  Gaol,  Beaumaris. 

(c)  St.  David’s  Priory,  Holyhead 

(d)  Frondirion  Clinic,  Llangefni  , 

An  average  of  1 clinic 
per  week  is  held  in  the 
County,  alternating  be- 
■ tween  the  various  cen 
tres  according  to  the 
numbers  awaiting  treat 
ment  in  the  four  catch- 
ment areas. 

2.  Orthoptic. 

St.  David’s  Priory,  Holyhead. 

Alternate  Tuesdays. 

3.  Orthopaedic. 

(a)  St.  David’s  Priory,  Holyhead \ Once  monthly 

(b)  Frondirion  Clinic,  Llangefni./ alternately. 

4.  Physiotherapy. 

(a)  County  Secondary  School,  Monday  afternoons. 
Amlwch. 

(b)  Old  Gaol,  Beaumaris.  Tuesday  and  Friday 

afternoons. 

(c)  St.  David’s  Priory,  Holyhead.  Monday  afternoons 

Wednesday  mornings 
Friday  afternoons. 

(d)  Frondirion  Clinic,  Llangefni.  Monday  and  Thursday 

mornings. 

(e)  Y.W.C.A.,  Fligh  Street,  Menai  Thursday  afternoons. 
Bridge. 

5.  Child  Guidance. 

St.  David’s  Priory,  Holyhead. 

Alternate  Fridays. 

